 ~ SAFETY MANUAL

9.1.2
TESTING FIRE SERVICE EQUIPMENT

1.0
REFERENCE

WAC 296-305-06003

2.0
POLICY
2.1
_______________ shall require the following fire service equipment to be tested. The frequency and supervision of equipment testing will be the responsibility of those identified in section 4.0


(a)
Hose - yearly

(b)
Life belts


(c)
Rescue ropes


(d)
Pumpers - yearly

(e)
Fire service ground ladders - yearly


(f)
Other equipment identified by the Fire Chief or designee.

3.0
DEFINITIONS


N/A

4.0
RESPONSIBILITY
4.1
The Fire Chief or designee will be responsible for the testing of fire service equipment, ensuring related record keeping is completed, and will establish testing frequencies.

5.0
GUIDELINES
5.1
All fire suppression and supply hose must be tested annually and when there is reason to believe the hose has been damaged.  Testing shall be in accordance with NFPA 1962, Standard for the Inspection, Care, and Use of Fire Hose, Couplings, and Nozzles and the Service Testing of Fire Hose, 2003 edition.
5.2
Pumpers shall be tested in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations following the procedures detailed in NFPA 1911.


5.1.1
Pumpers that fail any portion of the Annual Service Test as determined by the department, following NFPA 1901, shall be removed from the service as a pumper.

5.3
   Life belts shall meet or exceed the strength requirements of 2006 edition of NFPA   

               1983, Standard on Life Safety Rope and Equipment for Emergency Services.


Life belts shall be inspected after each use and not less than semi-annually in accordance with manufacturer's instructions.

5.4
Life Safety ropes shall be inspected after each use and not less than semi-annually in accordance with manufacturer's instructions and policy 7.1.2.

5.5
Fire service ground ladders must be tested annually in accordance with WAC 296-305-06006.

