~ SAFETY MANUAL

8.1.9
ELECTRICAL HAZARDS (FIREGROUND)

1.0
REFERENCE


WAC 296-305-06008

WAC 296-305-04510(4)(c)
2.0
POLICY
2.1
It shall be the policy of _____________ to identify the hazards and employ practices to prevent electric shock when fire suppression or rescue activities must be performed near energized electrical circuits.

2.2
Members shall be trained to identify potential electrical hazards.

2.3
Members shall not cut the electrical drip loop providing power to a structure or pull the electrical meter. If the drip loop cannot be positively identified, no electrical line shall be cut.

2.4
Members shall not work or position equipment above any power line. At an incident, the Incident Commander shall not allow anyone but qualified utility workers to work above any power line.

2.5
_______________ will identify, with the assistance of Utility providing power services, the power transmission line hazards in the department’s jurisdiction.

2.5.1
When fire service equipment and members must work near energized lines, the minimum working distance between the lines and any part of the equipment shall be ten feet. 

3.0
DEFINITIONS

N/A

4.0
RESPONSIBILITY

4.1
The Incident Commander shall identify potential electrical hazards and request Utility providing power to the lines to respond and disconnect energized electrical lines.

4.2  Company Officers will identify electrical hazards and incorporate them into training.

4.3
The Incident Commander and/or the Incident Safety Officer will identify high voltage electrical hazards at emergency scenes and incorporate them into operations.

5.0
GUIDELINES

5.1
Driver/Operators of apparatus will not position apparatus under electrical transmission lines without first identifying the electrical hazard area.

5.2
Members will not raise ground ladders until the command "check the overhead" is given and followed to establish the existence of an electrical hazard.

5.3
The Incident Commander will be informed as to the existence of overhead electrical hazards.

5.4
The Incident Commander will be informed as to electrical hazards in the structure or working area.

