~ SAFETY MANUAL

8.1.4
RAPID INTERVENTION

1.0
REFERENCES
WAC 296-305-05002
2.0
POLICY
2.1
It shall be the policy of _____________ to provide for the safety and welfare of members operating at emergency incident scenes through the establishment of (a) Rapid Intervention Team(s) for the potential rescue of lost or trapped members.

3.0
DEFINITIONS

3.1
INITIAL STAGE: Shall encompass the control efforts taken by resources which are first to arrive at an incident requiring immediate action to prevent or mitigate the loss of life or serious injury to citizenry and fire fighters.

3.2
POSITIVE COMMUNICATION: Contact must be maintained by visual, verbal, or physical.
3.3
INITIAL STAGE STANDBY FIRE FIGHTER: Two fire fighters in standby mode fully equipped with the appropriate protective clothing and equipment in order to provide rescue of other fire fighters.

3.4
RAPID INTERVENTION TEAM (RIT): A rapid intervention team(s) shall be fully equipped with the appropriate protective clothing, protective equipment, SCBA, and specialized rescue equipment needed, based on the specifics of the operation underway.

3.5
STANDBY MODE: Full personal protective clothing including SCBA with face piece in standby mode.

4.0
RESPONSIBILITY
4.1
At the point where additional crews are on the scene and assigned, the incident shall no longer be considered in the initial stage and the incident commander shall evaluate the situation and risks to operating crews giving first and primary consideration to providing a rapid intervention team(s) commensurate with the needs of the situation. 

5.0
GUIDELINES
5.1
Incident Command shall provide members for the rescue of other members operating at emergency incidents as the need arises.

5.2
In the "initial stage" of a structure fire-incident where only one team is operating in the hazardous area, at least two fire fighters shall be assigned to standby outside of the hazardous areas where the team is operating.

5.3
Standby team members shall comply with the following:

(a)
Standby team members shall remain aware of the status of fire fighters in the 

hot zone.

(b)
Standby team members shall remain in positive communication (radio, visual, voice, or signal line) with the entry team, in full protective clothing with respiratory protection donned in the standby mode.

(c)
Only one standby team member may be permitted to perform other duties outside the hot zone, provided constant communications is maintained with the team in the hot zone, and provided that those duties will not interfere with his or her ability to initiate a rescue as appropriate.

(d)
No standby team members shall be permitted to serve as a standby member of the fire-fighting crew when the other activities in which the fire fighter is engaged inhibit the fire fighter's ability to assist in or perform fire fighter rescue, if necessary, or are of such importance that they cannot be abandoned without placing other fire fighters in danger.

5.4
The Initial Stage Standby Fire Fighter may be the pump operator and the IC. This presumes the standby fire fighters are in close proximity to the incident. (Pump operators at the supply end of a reverse lay would not qualify as an initial stage standby FF).

5.5
Once additional crews are on the scene and assigned, the incident shall no longer be considered in the initial stage. At this point, the incident commander shall evaluate the situation and risks to operating crews. First and primary consideration shall be given to providing a rapid intervention team(s) commensurate with the needs of the situation. The composition and structure of rapid intervention teams shall be flexible based on the type of incident, duration, size and complexity of the operation.

5.6
A rapid intervention team shall consist of at least two members who shall be available for the rescue of a member of a crew if the need arises.

5.7
Rapid Intervention Team (RIT): A minimum of two fire fighters in standby mode fully equipped with appropriate personal protection clothing and other equipment to provide rescue of fire fighters. If possible a separate water supply should be deployed for the RIT.
