CLALLAM COUNTY FPD #1 ~ SAFETY MANUAL

7.1.3
TRENCH RESCUE OPERATIONS

1.0
REFERENCE
WAC 296-305-05113
2.0
POLICY
2.1
Clallam County FPD #1 does not have the resources required to perform trench rescue operations safely.  All incidents requiring this level of expertise will mandate a request for mutual aid from an agency having the properly trained personnel and required equipment.  Requests for mutual aid are made through dispatch.

2.2  
Clallam County FPD #1 members may assist the mutual aid team 


outside the immediate zone of operation performing support activities, such 


as, rehabilitation, SCBA bottle refill, traffic/crowd control, etc.

3.0
DEFINITIONS
3.1
TRENCH RESCUE: An incident in which a patient is trapped, buried or experiencing a medical emergency in a trench or excavation.

3.2
TRENCH: A trench is a narrow excavation made below the surface of the ground. The depth is generally greater than the width, but the width is not greater than fifteen feet.

4.0
RESPONSIBILITY
4.1  
The Fire Chief and company officers shall ensure all members are aware of 



the limitations of this department.

5.0
GUIDELINES
5.1
No personnel shall enter an unprotected trench to perform patient care or rescue operations. All trenches shall be "Safe and Protected" using approved methods and materials prior to entry by emergency personnel from the mutual aid rescue team.

5.2
Members shall be aware of the need to first size-up and assess the situation and request for additional personnel to make the trench site safe.

5.3
Do not add more pressure or stress to trenches or excavations by placing apparatus, equipment or personnel on top or in close proximity to the site.

5.4
The following distances should be established for the safety of all personnel:



(a)  Non essential personnel should be kept a minimum of 50 feet from the edge of  

                      the collapse.



(b)  Vehicles should not be allowed within 150 feet of collapsed areas during rescue  

                      operations.



(c)  All traffic should be stopped or re-routed for a least 300 feet around the site to 
                                 avoid vibration.



(d)  The staging area should be 150 feet away from the incident site.

5.5
As soil collapse or shifting may affect public utilities the appropriate companies should be notified as soon as possible to aid in controlling additional hazards.

