~ SAFETY MANUAL

6.1.2
AUTOMOTIVE APPARATUS OPERATIONAL RULES

1.0
REFERENCE

WAC 296-305-04505

NFPA 1911, Standard for the Inspection, Maintenance, Testing, and Retirement of In-Service Automotive Fire Apparatus
2.0
POLICY
2.1
_____________ will require members to perform apparatus operational checks according to the guidelines in this Policy.

2.2
Any item found to be in need of repair shall be reported immediately to the officer in charge or other appropriate person.

2.3
Drivers of fire apparatus shall not move fire department vehicles until all persons are seated and secured with seat belts or safety harness in approved riding positions. 


2.3.1
Riding on tail steps or in any other exposed position such as sidesteps or running boards shall be prohibited.  (Exception:  Parades and similar events when the vehicle is moving no more than 10 mph.)


2.3.2
Standing while riding shall be prohibited.  (Exception:  Parades and similar events when vehicle is moving no more than 10 mph.)

2.4
Fire fighting apparatus shall be brought to a full stop before members are allowed to step off from the apparatus.

2.5
Members shall not be in the apparatus hose bed while hose is being run out from the bed.

2.6
Headlights shall be on at all times when any fire or emergency vehicle is responding to a call.

2.7
Any apparatus over 20,000 pounds (gross vehicle weight) shall utilize wheel blocks when parked at an emergency scene.

2.8
Members and employees shall drive and operate fire department vehicles in a safe, responsible manner.

2.9
Before any member or employee drives or operates department apparatus they shall have successfully completed a department's drivers training program approved by the Chief.

2.10
Hearing protectors shall be used by all members operating or riding on fire apparatus when subject to noise in excess of 85 dBA TWA.

2.11
Fire department apparatus shall not be used in reverse gear unless the equipment has in operation a reverse signal alarm and/or a backup person.  A backup person will be utilized at all times except when no other qualified person is available.

3.0
DEFINITIONS

NA

4.0
RESPONSIBILITY
4.1
Company officers are responsible for the Drivers Training Program.

4.2
Once trained, all operators shall familiarize themselves with any apparatus prior to operating such apparatus even for brief periods of time.

5.0
GUIDELINES

5.1  
Vehicle checks will be performed by members no less than monthly and the results 
recorded on the appropriate form.  Forms will be reviewed by the company 





officer.

5.2
Company officers will provided a quarterly report to the Assistant Chief.
5.3  
Any item that would render the vehicle or any equipment unsafe will be reported 



immediately to the company officer.

5.3.1  If in the officer’s determination, the apparatus or equipment cannot be 


used in a safe manner, it shall be taken out of service until it has been restored to a safe operating condition.
5.3.2  NFPA 1911, Standard for the Inspection, Maintenance, Testing, and Retirement of In-Service Automotive Fire Apparatus provides guidance for out of service criteria.
6.0
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES
Washington Fire Chiefs - Emergency Vehicle Incident Prevention (EVIP) program.

